
This is a summary of the therapeutic uses of common classes of drugs 
mentioned in pharmacology lectures of CVS block.  

 
Note: this summary doesn’t include the lectures of thrombolytic & 
antihyperlipidemic drugs, as they include different classes of drugs. 

 
 

By: Shamma AlSaad & Luluh AlZeghayer 

 = can be used  
 = preferred 
- = not effective  
× = contraindicated  
Blank = not mentioned   



Vasodilators  Centrally acting  
sympatholytic 

- R  blockers   Na channel blockers  
       1A                                 1B                              1C 

N
G

C
 

Is
o

so
rb

id
e 

d
in

it
ra

te
 

N
a+

  
n

it
ro

p
ru

ss
id

e 

H
yd

ra
la

z
in

e 

C
lo

n
id

in
e 

α
 m

et
h

yl
 

d
o

p
a 

 

Es
m

o
lo

l 

P
ro

p
ra

n
o

lo
l 

A
te

n
o

lo
l 

M
et

o
p

ro
lo

l 

M
ili

ro
n

e 

D
o

b
u

ta
m

in
e 

Q
u

in
id

in
e 

P
ro

ca
in

am
id

e 
 

Li
d

o
ca

in
e 

M
ex

ile
ti

n
e 

Fl
ec

ai
n

id
e 

A
m

io
d

ar
o

n
e 

Ib
u

ti
lid

e 

A
d

en
o

si
n

e 

H
F

 Acute heart failure      

Chronic heart failure  
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Atrial flutter     

Atrial fibrillation     

Atrial arrhythmia   -  

Ventricular tachycardia   

Supraventricular 
arrhythmia  

 WPW  
WPW 

 

 

Ventricular arrhythmia ↓ Incidence of sudden death   ER   

Resistant arrhythmia    

Digitalis-induced 
arrhythmia  

  
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Stabile  ↓ Incidence of sudden death 

Unstable  ↑survival  

Variant   

Other  AMI ↓ infarct size, morbidity  
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× 

emergency HTN    

Pregnancy    

Glaucoma  Apraclonidine Timolol, propranolol  



ACE inhibitor ARB α-R  blockers  Ca++ channel blockers K+ opener Diuretics Digitalis 
Trimetaz

idine 
Aldosterone 
antagonist  
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Acute heart failure 
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 

Selective 
Aldosterone 
antagonist  

Mild CHF 
 

 In Chronic HF in 
general  

 ↓ mortality  
rate   

1ST  

Moderate CHF  

Sever CHF  

Advanced HF  

Congestive heart failure     
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Atrial flutter  

Atrial fibrillation  

Atrial arrhythmia    

Ventricular tachycardia 
 

Supratachycardia  

Ventricular  arrhythmia  - - 

Supraventricular arrhythmia   WPW 
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Stabile  Prophylaxis 2nd line 

Unstable  refractory  refractory  
add on 
therapy 

Variant  Relief the spasm  
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Chronic renal disease   
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×  

Diabetes      

Emergency HTN Nicardipine  

Pregnancy  × × 


