
Types of Emphysema

Irregular
Paraseptal

(distal acinar)
PanacinarCentriacinar

A complication of 
inflammation 

-> TB
Associated with

scarring

Occur  adjacent to 
areas of fibrosis,

scarring or 
atelectasis

Occur in α1-anti-

trypsin deficiency
Occur in heavy smokersCause

Found in autopsy
The upper half of 

the lungs
The lower lung

zones
Upper lobes (apical 

segments)

More
common 

in

The acinus is 
irregularly 
involved

The distal part of
acinar unit

From: the
level of the 
respiratory
bronchiole 
To: the terminal 
blind alveoli

The central or proximal 
parts of the acini are 

affected

Which 
part of 
acini

• Asymptomatic

Sometimes 
forming multiple 
cyst-like (sub-
pleural bullae)
structures with 
spontaneous
pneumothorax.

Uniform injury: 
• Acini are

uniformly
enlarged.

• Associated with 
chronic bronchitis.

• Black pigment.
• Inflammation around 

bronchi & bronchioles.

Features




