Third week : the cranial cavity

[image: image1.jpg]Identify the bones forming the cranial cavity: frontal, Parietal,
temporal, occipital, ethmoid, sphenoid.
In the skull cap (calvaria):

o Identify the bones forming the skull cap. Note the groove for
the sagittal sinus, markings produced by the middle meningeal
vessels, depressions produced by lacunae lateralis and
arachnoid granulations.

o Identify the sagittal, coronal and lambdoid sutures

Demonstrate the boundaries of the anterior, middle and posterior
cranial fossae

Identify the following bony features and study their clinical
significance: frontal crest, crista galli, sella turcica, anterior and
posterior clinoid processes, internal occipital protuberance and crest,
grooves fro middle meningeal vessels, sigmoid and transverse sinuses.
Identify the following foramina and learn the structures passing
through them: foramina of cribriform plate of ethmoid, optic canal,
superior orbital fissure, foramen rotundum, foramen ovale, foramen
spinosum, foramen lacerum, internal acoustic meatus, jugular
foramen, hypoglossal canal.

Identify the three meninges: Dura, arachnoid and pia mater

Identify the folds of dura mater: falx cerebri, tentorium cerebelli, falx
cerebelli, diaphagma sellae.

Identify the dural venous sinuses: superior sagittal, inferior sagittal,
transverse, cavernous, intercavernous, sphenoparietal, superior and
inferior petrosal, sigmoid, occipital, basilar and confluence of sinuses.
Study the formation, course and termination of each sinus.

Study the relations, contents, communications and clinical importance
of cavernous sinus.

Note the position of pituitary gland and its relation to diaphregma
sellae, optic chiasma and sphenoidal air sinus.

Identify the cut ends of the cranial nerves and the foramina through
which they pass.

Note the middle meningeal artery, its course, branches and surface
anatomy (relation to pterion)

Look for the emissary veins related to superior sagittal and cavernous
sinuses.
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