CENTRAL NERVOUS SYSTEM BLOCK
PATHOLOGY DISCIPLINE
PRACTICAL SESSIONS
Coordinator				:	Dr. Hisham Al-Khalidi
Tutors: Male students		:	Dr. Amer Shafie
	  Female students		:	Dr. Shaesta Zaidi

Number of practical sessions	:	Two

Location:  Students laboratories at KKUH and the Girls College

Target audience:  Second year medical students


OBJECTIVES:

· At the end of these practical sessions, the students should be able to recognize, describe and understand the morphological appearances (both macroscopic and microscopic) of some of the common diseases and disorders of the CNS. 
· The students should be able to operate the microscope including slide cleaning and focusing.

FORMAT:

· A short mandatory PowerPoint presentation in which pictures showing both gross and microscopic sections of CNS diseases are shown and explained to the students using a computer linked to a projector.
· The students will examine under the supervision of the tutors museum jars, colored pictures and microscopic slides of some of the disorders studied.
· Students are given a CD containing examples on gross and microscopic pictures of the various CNS disorders in order to facilitate self directed learning.

CONTENTS:

Study of the macroscopic and microscopic features through case studies of the following CNS diseases:

(1) Meningioma.				(6)	Meningitis.
(2) Glioblastoma.			(7)	Brain abscess.
(3) Multiple sclerosis.			(8)	Berry aneruysm.
(4) Schwannoma.			(9)	Alzheimer's disease.
(5) Hydrocephalus.
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SELF DIRECTED LEARNING:

The students should study the macroscopic and microscopic features of the following CNS diseases;

(1) Tuberculous meningitis.
(2) Parkinson's disease.

REFERENCE:   Robbin's Basic Pathology, 8th edition by Vinay Kumar, et al. 

NOTE:

· The practical exam will include topics from both tutor presentation and the self directed learning.
· Students are advised to examine the jars and microscopic slides and to draw labeled diagrams.  Different sections, pictures or jars may be used in the examination.
· Exam questions will be derived from both the practical sessions and any lecture components that are related to the practical topics studied.


