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Professionalism

Legal aspects of medical practice
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Objectives:

Mention the Saudi Health Professions Practice
Law and the Executive Order as the reference
for legal issues for the health workers in KSA.
Describe the standard procedure for medical
litigation.

Define the terms punitive liability, civil liability
and disciplinary liability and identify the
possible application of each type of liabilities in
a case scenario.

Discuss the legal issues in patient consent
Discuss the legal issues in professional
confidentiality and identify situations for
overriding confidentiality .

discuss the legal requirements of competence
Identify the main legal issues encountered in
the daily practice of medicine .
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Aspects of professional liability
(igead) Al gipmnal) i) 52)
This is the responsibility of a physician

towards the patient when harm is inflicted as a result of direct action
against medical rules from the physician or proven negligence.
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that deals with physicians
who violate the rules and requlations of medical practice even with no

subsequent harm resulted to the patient.
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where a physician failed to
meet with professional standards, requirements and ethics.
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Medical Litigation Procedure
aga (ki) cis) )

1. A patient or a member of his/her relatives complains of a medical
malpractice from their point of view that ends with a morbidity or
mortality. The complaint is directed either to the Ministry of health

or the City Government according to the medical facility
indulged in the complaint.

2. A process of investigation and interrogation follows within the medical
facility with the medical staff either sharing the responsibility or
attending the event.

3. The Medical Legal Organization (MLO) (&s &) 4auall 4igd)) then assigned
to follow with a process of thorough review of all documents and
medical filling together with interviewing both sides of the claim- the
plaintiff and defendant(s), in order to reach a final decision .

4. Decisions of MLO could be appealed within 60 days to the Court of
Appeals aldaall o g0,

The committees of legal health organization -LHO (4 &l 4aall 43¢l are
composed primarily of a judge with Islamic shariaah background to reach the
verdict after completion of the medical investigation of the claim that is the
responsibility of the other 3—4 members with the medical background
referring to different sectors of health service mainly from ministry of health
& university staff members.
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Evidence in medical litigation:
Medical records
Expert testimony
Testimony of other professionals
Affidavit
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Dealing with litigation
(Abadl) (s gleal) aa Jaladl))

1. PREVENTION 2. WHEN CALLED TO
TESTIFY
Assess the patient as a whole. ReViec‘lN the case
.. . records
Good documentaflon in patient recorc_is. Make notes of the
Don’t leave anything to memory specially dates and details of
in very sick patients. your role
Consult a lawyer

Consult with colleagues in other Better to write an
specialties. affidavit and show it to
Be current in your knowledge. attorney (lawyer).

Emergency and intensive care: certification If necessary bring

in basic & advanced cardiac life support copie.s of re:ferer?ces_
(ACLS). mentioned in affidavit

dalgddl) |
Advanced trauma life support (ATLS) (Be=4)

certification for those dealing with trauma.

If your facility is lacking in equipment then
refer the patient and document that.

Before surgery communicate in clear
language with patient/relative & make sure
they understood.

Medical Liability Claims in Saudi Arabia

30% 1
25% -

Percentage of
Total Claims

Obst Special Dentistry
Surgeries

Medical Speciality
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MCQ’s.
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°. Being current in your knowledge is an example of:
I. prevention of litigation
<. Testifying
z. judging

Answers:

PATIENT HAD Two KIDNE YSs .
We BEMpvED oOMNE |

How many TDoes e HAYE
ANOW? ANYONE?
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