Oxamniquine

· Semisynthetic tetrahydrroquinoline .
Pharmacokinetics: 
· Taken orally. 
· Extensively metabolized to inactive metabolites.  
· T1/2 is 2.5 hrs. 
· Excreted through kidney. 
(  Antihelmintic actions: 
· It is used against mature and immature stages of S.mansoni but doesn’t appear to be cercaricidal, therefore, it is used for mass treatment.  
· The mechanism of action is unknown. 
· Cause Contraction and paralysis of the worms leading to detachment from terminal venules in the mesentery and transit to liver where many die, surviving females return to the vessels but cease to lay eggs. (broad spectrum antibelharsial for S.mansoni only( .
Clinical uses: 
1st :
· It is an alternative to praziquantel used for treatment of S.mansoni

· Effective in instance of paraziquantel resistance .
2nd : 
· It is less effective in children (Because of severe GI disturbances). ( so we have to ( the  dose. 
· better tolerated if given with food. and at the end of the day and its divided doses are separated by 6-8 hrs. 
· Dose: 15-20 mg/kg twice daily for 2 days. 
· In mixed schistosome infections with S.hematobium and S. Mansoni, it has been successfully used in combination with metrifonate& oximiniquine . 
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