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	Code 
	Form 321 

	Title 
	FORENSIC MECICINE 

	Type 
	Lectures and Tutorials. 

	Credits  
	2 hours

	Pre-requisite study unit 
	Anatomy, Physiology, Biochemistry, General Pathology. One year exposure to Clinical Medicine and Surgery .


	Method of Assessment 
	3 Subject Tests: MCQ Paper , student activities and medico legal reports.


	Result 
	Percentage mark & grade. 

	Attendance 
	Attendance is obligatory (75%) 

	Lecturers 
	Prof. Abdelmoty Mohamed Kabbash 


 

	Description 
 LEARNING OBJECTIVES  

	This study unit comprises an introduction to forensic medicine with emphasis on topics of medico-legal importance, notably wounds, injuries from firearm, unnatural deaths, sexual offences, ML aspects of pregnancy, delivery and abortion and substance abuse, with a view to appreciating violent asphyxia.
The course also covers some clinical aspects such as diagnosis of death, estimation of age and general management of poisoning.

The main aim of the course is to foster medico-legal awareness. 
By the end of the course the student should:  
1.  become familiar with specific medical conditions where legal implications may arise 
2.  understand the principles of a medico-legal investigation 
3.  understand the basic pathological and ML aspects regarding wounds and interpretation of injuries 
4.  understand the basic pathological concepts regarding the cause and mechanism of deaths in medico-legal practice 
5.  understand the role of forensic science in a forensic investigation
6.  become familiar with the basic scientific concepts of specific areas of forensic science 
7.  appreciate the importance of medico-legal reports and medical evidence 
8.  appreciate the limitations of expert medical evidence 
9.  be familiar with legislation relevant to medical issues 


	Reading List 

  
	Simpson's Forensic Medicine by Bernard Knight 
11th Edition
Publishers : Arnold
ISBN 0-340-70089-0  

Various Internet Resources are available (also for pathology)
 http://faculty.ksu.edu.sa/kabbash/default.aspx
http://mic.ki.se/Medimages.html#pathol 

www.forensicmed.co.uk 




COURSE DETAILS    
LECTURES 
 There will be at least 2 case scenarios  per lecture, held on Tuesday and Wednesday, at 8 am – 9 am and 11 am – 12 pm. Attendance is compulsory and students are expected to participate actively in these lectures. These will be led by prof. Kabbash and will cover the course including the following topics: 
1. Introduction (Medico-legal Investigation)
This lecture gives an overview of Forensic Medicine with a brief discussion of the disciplines it encompasses. There will be an indication of the topics to be covered in this course. The objectives of the course will be stressed. 
There will be an explanation of the Saudi legal system in relation to medico-legal investigation; this will be briefly compared to systems in other countries.  
2. The Path-physiology of Death. Reporting Deaths. 
This lecture deals with the definition of death, including brain death and the physiological mechanisms of death. There will be a discussion of which deaths should be reported to the Police for investigation. The legal requirements regarding Death Certification will be discussed. The difference between the cause and manner of death will be discussed.  
3. Changes after Death. Time of Death 
This lecture will deal with the changes that occur in the body after death, in particular temperature changes, hypostasis, rigor mortis and decomposition. The role of these in determining the time of death is discussed.  
4. Wounds I - Types. Legal Implications of Wounding. 
This lecture deals with the classification of wounds (bruises, abrasions, lacerations, incisions, stab wounds and head injuries) and their recognition and documentation as evidence. The relevant laws relating to bodily harm and the doctor’s responsibilities will be discussed.  
5. Wounds II - Gunshot Injuries 
This lecture will give an overview of gunshot wounds, including characters of firearm injuries and features relating to suicide. Features indicative of homicidal wounding are outlined.   
7. Injuries from Physical Agents 
This lecture gives an overview of injuries sustained from physical agents, such as temperature (including scalds, burns, heat diseases, hyperthermia and hypothermia), radiation injury and electrocution. The investigation of bodies recovered from a fire, the cause of death in a fire and the role of carbon monoxide are explained.  
8. Sexual Offences:
The law of Saudi relating to sexual offences is explained. The examination of victims is outlined with special emphasis on consent and on the information required from the doctor to sustain a charge of sexual abuse, including the samples that need to be collected.
9. Pregnancy. Abortion. Maternal Deaths: 
The legal importances of proving pregnancy, abortion and of reporting a birth are outlined. The causes and medical investigation of a maternal death is discussed. A mention is made of legal problems related to abortion. Criminal abortion is discussed in relation to the Saudi law.
10. Asphyxia: 
This lecture discusses the use of the term asphyxia in forensic practice and the classification of deaths under the headings of suffocation, external pressure on the neck and chemical asphyxia. The classical signs of asphyxia are discussed.  Also, the lecture deals with external pressure on the neck, namely manual strangulation, strangulation by ligature, hanging and Traumatic asphyxia. The mechanism of death is discussed.  
11. Drowning: 
This lecture discusses the investigation of a body recovered from water and the possible causes of death. The signs of immersion are outlined. The features of drowning and the mechanism of death in sea and fresh water are outlined.  
12- General Toxicology

This lecture outlines the causes of poisoning in relation to individuals at risk. There is a brief discussion on the different classes of chemical poisons, therapeutic drugs, non-therapeutic drugs and drugs of abuse. The legal implications of drug and alcohol abuse are emphasized. The general effects of addiction are mentioned.  
13. Drugs of Abuse 
In this lecture an overview of drug dependence will be given, with a discussion of illicit and licit drug overdose, principles of treatment with antidotes, general measures of assessment and resuscitation management, using named examples.  
    
	DATE 
	TIME 
	Group
	LECTURER 

	Sunday

	11 – 12 am 
	 Female student Group 
	Prof. Abdelmoty Kabbash

	  Tuesday 
	8 – 9    am
	male student Group B
	Prof. Abdelmoty Kabbash

	Wednesday 
	11 – 12    am
	male student Group A
	Prof. Abdelmoty Kabbash


Duration of Each Lecture: 55 minutes  
