Pregnancy and Abortion
Team Notes 428

Pregnancy:
Sure signs of pregnancy: (to see, to feel, to hear)
· To see the fetal movement.
· To feel the fetal pulse.
· To hear the fetal heart sounds. 
The immunological test: is not a reliable test (not a sure sign of pregnancy) , there is a probability of getting a negative result in a pregnant lady, or positive result in case of  hydatidiform mole (الحمل العنقودي) due to increase in hormones. 
Hess formula Example: 
Before 5th month: age of months squared = length of the fetus in cm
1 month fetus = 1X1 = 1 cm 
2 month fetus = 2X2 = 4 cm  

3 month fetus = 3X3 = 9 cm 

… etc


After 5th month: age by months X 5 = length of the fetus in cm

6 month fetus = 6X5 = 30 cm 
7 month fetus = 7X5 = 35 cm 

… etc

Abortion:

Definition of abortion in forensic differs from the definition of it in OB/GYN.
Medicolegal definition of abortion: termination of pregnancy at any time before delivery (before full term).
Methods of abortion in therapeutic abortion:

Hysterotomy: Incision in the uterus to remove the fetus, it is done when the size of the fetus is large, usually more than 6 months. 
(Hysterectomy: removal of the uterus.)
Dangers of abortion: 
Most common complication of criminal abortion is:

1. Sepsis.

2. Neurogenic shock. 

MCQs:

1. A fetus is considered viable during the following month of intrauterine life :

A) 5th.

B) 6th.

C) 7th. 

*** D) 8th.

2. The sure sign of pregnancy:

see the movement of fetus

3. Lawful abortion defines as:

before full term 

4. Therapeutic abortion best described by

Induction of abortion to save the mother’s life.
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