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RULES OF IMPLEMENTATION
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MEDICAL CONFIDENTIALITY

“Whatever, in connection with my
professional service, or not in connection
with it, I see or hear, in the life of men,
which ought not to be spoken of abroad, 1
will not divulge, as reckoning that all such
should be kept secret.”

Hippocratic Oath
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HIPAA

m The Health Insurance Portability and
Accountability Act (HIPAA).

m The HIPAA Privacy Rule provides federal
protections for personal health information held
by covered entities and gives patients an array of
rights with respect to that information.

= At the same time, the Privacy Rule is balanced so
that it permits the disclosure of personal health
information needed for patient care and other
important purposes.



Electronic medical records?
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"I can't wait until we convert to electronic health
records. Carrying all these around is giving me a
backache.”
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“Your medical records are safe with us.
We take patient privacy very seriously.”
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m SUMMARY OF THE HIPAA
PRIVACY RULE

= http://www.hhs.gov/ocr/privacy/index
html




