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ETHICS IN SCIENTIFIC WRITING 



Basic Ethical Principles: 
     Respect for Individuals 

Individual autonomy 
Protection of individual benefits 
Maximize benefits and minimize harms 
Unbiased  
Always Acknowledge 
 

The Belmont Report 

BASIC ETHICAL PRINCIPLES 



ETHICS IN RESEARCH  
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PLAGIARISM 



The term plagiarism derived from Latin word 
plagium, meaning kidnapping 
It literary means 
theft, taking material authored by 
others and presenting as someone 
Using another’s exact words without proper 
citation  
Presenting another’s original thoughts or ideas 
as your own 
It can be unintentional and intentional 

PLAGIARISM 



Plagiarism:  
Using someone else’s words or thoughts 
without proper referencing 
 
Plagiarism is stealing 
Plagiarism is lying 
Plagiarism is cheating 
One will get caught……….eventually 

PLAGIARISM  



WHY PLAGIARISE? 

 Poor research skills  
 Poor time management  
 Poor knowledge or ability to write assignments 

and/or research papers   
 Problems of writing in a second language  
 Poor citation skills  
 Poor guidance 
 Poor knowledge of what constitutes plagiarism or 

academic integrity 
 Over-emphasis on promotions 
 Publish or Perish   



PLAGIARISM  



PLAGIARISM  
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PLAGIARISM  
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Quotations require “quotation marks” 
Reference to the original source 
If you don’t provide a reference, it is still 
plagiarism 
If you don’t quote correctly or you don’t 
provide a reference, it is still plagiarism,  

PLAGIARISM  



Scientific misconduct can be 
unintentional 
and intentional. The 
former is usually due to inappropriate 
use of research methodology, 
while the latter is a frank dishonesty 
and violation of ethical standards 
(intellectual dishonesty) 

PLAGIARISM 
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TYPES OF PLAGIARISM 
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TYPES OF PLAGIARISM 



TYPES OF PLAGIARISM 



Unintentional Plagiarism 

 Paraphrasing poorly: Changing a few words without 
changing the sentence structure of the original, OR 
changing the sentence structure but not the words.   

 Quoting poorly: Putting quotation marks around part of 
a quotation but not around all of it, or putting quotation 
marks around a passage that is partly paraphrased and 
partly quoted. 

 Citing poorly:  Omitting an occasional citation or citing 
inaccurately.  

                                           MLA handbook, (7th ed.). New York: 2009. Print.   



INTENTIONAL PLAGIARISM 

 Passing off as one’s own pre-written papers from the 
Internet or other sources. 

 Copying an article from the Internet, on-line source, 
or electronic database without quoting or giving 
credit. 

 Cutting and pasting from more than one source to 
create a paper without quoting or giving credit. 

 Borrowing words or ideas from other students or 
sources without giving credit. 

     



FIRST TYPE OF PLAGIARISM 

Plagiarism of Words 

The use of another’s exact words without citing the 
author (Reference)  

Incorrect: 

Plagiarism is the reproduction of someone else’s words, 
ideas or findings and presenting them as one’s own 
without proper acknowledgement. 

Correct: 

Plagiarism is the “reproduction of someone else’s words, 
ideas or findings and presenting them as one’s own 
without proper acknowledgement” (Reference). 

 



     Plagiarism of Ideas 
 

Presenting another’s 

ideas as your own 

without giving the 

person credit 

 

Submitting a paper 

without citing or 

incorrectly citing 

another’s ideas 

THIRD TYPE OF PLAGIARISM 



FOURTH TYPE OF PLAGIARISM 

Plagiarism of Authorship  

      Turning in a 
replication of 
another’s work 
Submitting a paper 
that you got off the 
internet or from a 
friend and 
presenting 

it as your own  



FIFTH TYPE OF PLAGIARISM 

Plagiarism of Self 

The use of previous work 
for a separate 
assignment 

Although these were you 
original words and 
thoughts, receiving 
credit for a previous 
assignment is considered 
cheating 



TYPES OF PLAGIARISM 
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TYPES OF PLAGIARISM 



HOW TO PREVENT PLAGIARISM 
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HOW TO PREVENT PLAGIARISM 

Institution support 
and respect the IRB  
A culture of 
compliance 
 Adequate 
documentation of 
IRB findings and 
actions 
 Seminars and 
Discussions  

Determine the reasons 
why plagiarism occurs 



PENALTIES OF PLAGIARISM 

 Plagiarism can be intentional or unintentional, both have 
consequences.  

 Receiving zero on the assignment 

  Failing in the course 

  Stop the promotion / Ranking  

  Suspension  

  Expulsion 

 



HOW TO DETECT PLAGIARISM 

 DupliChecker 

 Plagiarisma 

 Plagiarism Checker 

 Write Check 

 Aplag  

 CheckForPlagiarism 

 iThenticate  

 Turnitin – A most recognized and widely used 

Turnitin Score 



   

DIFFERENTIATE BETWEEN 
PLAGIARISM AND SIMILARITY  



   

TIPS TO AVOID THE PLAGIARISM  

 Teach the skills to understand the meaning of the 
sentence(s)  

 Write the sentence/s in your own words without disturbing 
the actual meaning  

 Enables to acknowledge the original sources including 
idea, text and diagrams 

 Teach how to use quotation marks where needed 
 Keeps the sources in correct context 
 Educate skills of critical analysis and interpretation 
 Educate skills of referencing and citation  
 Properly acknowledge and cite the original reference 
 Properly placed the references in text & reference section 
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Online plagiarism checker tools 

1. Un plag – Free Plagiarism Checker 
2. Copy leaks-Free Plagiarism Checker 
3. Plagiarism-detect  
4. Small seo tools 
5. Dupli checker 
6. Viper 
7. Quetext  
8. Dust ball 
9. Plagiarism checker 
10. Plag scan 
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