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Confidentiality and Privacy

Dr. Nada A. AlYousefi, MBBS, SB-FM, AB-FM, IBCLC
Associate Professor, Postgraduate Trainer and Consultant of Family Medicine

International Board Certified Lactation Consultant
Department of Family and Community Medicine

College of Medicine, King Saud University (KSU)

EM: nalyousefi@ksu.edu.sa
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RULES OF IMPLEMENTATION
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Code of Ethics for

Healthcare Practitioners

The Saudi Commission for Health Specialties
Department of Medical Education & Postgraduate Studies
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MEDICAL CONFIDENTIALITY

“Whatever, in connection with my
professional service, or not in connection
with it, I see or hear, in the life of men,
which ought not to be spoken of abroad, 1
will not divulge, as reckoning that all such
should be kept secret.”

Hippocratic Oath
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Electronic medical records?
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"I can't wait until we convert to electronic health
records. Carrying all these around is giving me a
backache.”
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“Your medical records are safe with us.
We take patient privacy very seriously.”
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m [f the healthcare practitioner comes to know
that the condition of one of his/her colleagues
would affect the safety of any medical
procedure, or thinks that this condition would
most probably inflict harm to the patient; then
he/she should report it to the responsible

authority to investigate the situation and take
&

Healthcar tioners
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appropriate action.
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Photographing Patients and
Recording Their Voices

m The rule 1s that patients should not be
photographed in whole or in part of their
bodies except for a need or a necessity
required for the purpose of their care, or for
the purposes of health (medical) education,
or to undertake health research.

®m Inform the patient with the significance of
this imaging, its importance and purpose
before imaging or recording, and tell the
patient how and where it (l.e. the image or
the record) will be used.




Photographing Patients and
Recording Their Voices

Obtain the consent from the patient or the patient’s proxy
decision maker before photographing or recording.

Never put any pressure on the patient to have such photograph
(imaging) or recording and never coerce the patient to accept.

Ensure that the imaging or recording is used for important and
necessary purposes like healthcare, medical education, and
scientific research.

The patient has the right to withdraw his approval even after the
imaging or recording has taken place.

It the patient 1s unconscious or a minor, the consent of the legal
guardian should be obtained. If the patient becomes conscious,
he/she has the right to withdraw the consent at any time.



Photographing Patients and &S5g
Recording Their Voices

m [t is not permissible to publish the patients’ images in the media,
including the new media, unless with written permission from
them. Such publication should not have anything that could
identify the patient’s identity. If there is a need to publish a
photo of the face, then the eyes should be covered, unless there
is a scientific need. All of that should be in compliance with the
legislative rulings and regulations followed in the Kingdom of

Saudi Arabia.

m The following are exclustvely the parts that could be
photographed and kept without the need of the patients’
consent: a) Photograph of internal organs of the body.
b) Histology (human tissues) slides. ¢) Endoscopic photographs.
d) Diagnostic imaging in any of its forms.
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