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ACUTE ABDOMEN

• COMMONEST CAUSE OF EMERGENCY SURGICAL ADMISSION

• CHALLENGING DISEASE VARIETIES

• RANGING FROM SIMPLE TO LIFE THREATENING DISEASES



ACUTE ABDOMEN

• THE PRIMARY SYMPTOM IS ABDOMINAL PAIN



ASSESMENT

• A FULL HISTORY IS A KEY

• COMPLETE PHYSICAL EXAM

• NEEDS DIFFERENT INVESTIGATIONS



TYPES OF ABDOMINAL PAIN

• VISCERAL

• PARIETAL

• REFERRED



ACUTE ABDOMINAL PAIN

• TWO APPROACHES

• SYSTEMS

• ABDOMINAL TOMOGRAPHY (4 QUADRANTS)
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BOWEL OBSTRUCTION

• SMALL BOWEL VS LARGE BOWEL OBSTRUCTION

• ADHESIONS ARE THE COMMONEST CAUSE

• IN A VIRGIN ABDOMEN: DON’T LET THE SUN SET ON A BOWEL OBSTRUCTION!
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