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Debate

‘Two worlds apart: religion and ethics

Julian Savulescu  Murdoch Institute, Royal Children’s Hospital, Melbourne, Victoria, Australia

Abstract to intuitions shared by many readers of these faith
In a recent article entitled, Requests “for traditions. Consider the following three pairs of
tnappropriate” treatment based on religious beliefs,’ CHRC-

Orr and Genesen claim that futile treatment should _ ) .

be provided to patients who request it if their request la. An African woman requests infibulation - the
is based on a religious belief. I claim that this implies excision of her Clltﬁl‘l? E}ﬂd sewing together of
that we should also accede to requests for harmful or her labia - because this is a part of her cultural
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