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Facial	  nerve	  fibers:	  

1. Motor	  fibers:	  
• To	  the	  stapedius	  and	  facial	  muscles	  

2. Secreto-‐motor	  fibers	  (parasympathetic):	  
• To	  the	  lacrimal	  gland	  and	  the	  submandibular	  and	  sublingual	  salivary	  glands.	  

3. Taste	  fibers:	  
• From	  the	  anterior	  two	  third	  of	  the	  tongue	  and	  palate.	  

4. Sensory	  fibers:	  
• From the external auditory meatus. 

 
Branches	  of	  the	  facial	  nerve:	  
Temporal:	  
Most	  superior	  >>	  supplies	  the	  frontalis	  muscle.	  
Zygomatic:	  
Supplies	  orbicularis	  oculi	  muscle.	  
Buccal:	  
Supplies	  buccinators	  muscle.	  
Mandibular:	  
Supplies	  the	  muscles	  of	  the	  angle	  of	  the	  mouth.	  
Cervical:	  
“long	  but	  thin	  branch”	  >>	  supplies	  platysma	  muscle.	  
 
Lower	  motor	  neuron	  lesion:	  
Lower	  motor	  lesions	  affect	  all	  the	  ipsilateral	  facial	  muscles.	  
	  
Upper	  motor	  neuron	  lesion:	  
Upper	  motor	  lesions	  spare	  the	  upper	  facial	  muscles	  and	  affect	  the	  contralateral	  
lower	  face.	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

History of Facial Palsy 
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Examination template  
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• For	  the	  theory	  check	  432	  team	  work	  on	  facial	  nerve	  	  
• Useful	  videos:	  
ü https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-‐x-‐ZPNVDstE	  
ü https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=syXSUYYfo94	  

	  
	  

For mistakes or feedback 
	  

ENTteam432@gmail.com 	  


